
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2015

INTRODUCTION
Jade McLachlan and Ali Karshan, Co-Presidents opened the meeting.  

MASCOT DESIGN
Beth Cronk shared with the group two possible designs in the shape of an owl for a one-off print of T-shirts 
and other materials. This would not be the permanent school mascot, but more of a limited print run to 
celebrate the inaugural year at the new building for the Lower School and for all WNS families to purchase. 
Two illustrations were passed around the room.  With a show of hands, the group voted on which design 
they preferred.  The group discussed the possibility of having materials printed and available in time for 
the Spring Gala for additional fundraising.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Jade relayed a message from Gina Farrar asking for WNS parents to put their names on a volunteer list 
that the administration could call on to speak about our school, either publicly or one-on-one, to interested 
prospective WNS families.  They would also use this list to call on volunteers for the Wonder of Learning 
Exhibit.

Parents then mentioned that volunteering at the Wonder of Learning exhibit gave them the opportunity 
to meet many potential WNS families and re-emphasized the idea that meeting and speaking with these 
individuals proved to be great way to build the reputation of our school to the outside community.  Our 
school administrators have seen a real value having current WNS families volunteering.

The school is also looking to generate a list of current WNS volunteer “Buddies” to mentor new families 
that join WNS.  Cynthia Fox and Lauren Hoffman volunteered to draft an outline of what a new Buddies 
program would look like.

CLASS EVENTS
The PA spoke about formalizing the class-parent role in organizing multiple class-specific events during 
the school year.  This would be something incorporated into the class-parent guidelines in the next school 
year.

PA FINANCIAL UPDATE
Cynthia gave a financial update noting that the JCREW shopping event made the PA $350; the PA incurred 
a $300 expense to run the Family Table event; and spent $1,000 for tax preparation for 2012 and 2013 
combined.  The PA bank balance is $38,282.55.

PA DIVERSITY COMMITTEE UPDATE
Gina has been in touch with the school diversity consultant, Derrick Gay, and Anita Martin will follow up 
with Gina regarding this meeting.  They will soon determine if the PA Diversity Committee will be able to 
hold a parent workshop in April or May of this year. 

The parents would like to find a home for the quilt that was made at the family table event.

PA COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE UPDATE
The PA Communications Committee is very busy with coordinating the school communications methods 
and style as well as working on the Gala posters, website and other tasks.  They would like, after the Gala 
is over, to get more members of the Committee together to then begin a push for a PA page on the school 
website.

PA FOOD AND WELLNESS COMMITTEE UPDATE
This Committee is learning about the school’s current snack options and will formalize an effort to improve 
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the quality of snacks distributed school-wide.  They are also discussing the possibility of having a Yoga 
Family Night at the end of April or May.  The PA discussed, if this event goes forward, would it be better to 
limit it to Lower School children of a certain age or to open it up to all ages. Liz Stretch also mentioned that 
the school lunch program, Red Rabbit, has begun to source many of its ingredients locally and is working 
with Tara Mastin to fix some issues that they have had in the past.

SPRING FUNDRAISING GALA UPDATE
All the food and beverage suppliers for the Gala are lined up and the pool of items for the silent auction is 
slowly but surely coming in.  The PA Fundraising and Events Committee is looking for more volunteers for 
the day of, night of, day before, and day after. The Committee discussed the need to reach out to the entire 
student body, perhaps via class parents, to donate more auction items. 

UPCOMING EVENTS FROM THE PA

TEA CLOTHING COLLECTION FUNDRAISER
Starting Monday, March 9th through Sunday, March 15th, you can help the WNS PA earn money while 
shopping for globally-inspired kids clothes from Tea Collection during the 2015 Tea Spring School Days 
Program. Tea will donate 20% of the merchandise total to the PA and you will receive free shipping.  Visit 
www.teaschooldays.com and enter SDS15WILLNORTH in the promo code box at checkout and click “apply 
code.” Spread the word - anyone can use our promo code and the more people shop, the more Tea will 
donate to our school - there’s no limit!

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 FROM 7:00 TO 10:00 PM 

ANNUAL WNS SPRING GALA AND SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER
You don’t want to miss this fantastic event so purchase your tickets now and get ready to bid!  The Spring 
Gala will be held on Saturday, March 28th at the Pre-school gymnasium starting at 7:00 PM.   Volunteer 
opportunities can be found at http://vols.pt/QJSuCa.  Donations for the silent auction are still needed – 
please contact erin@rockandrollcity.com if you would like to donate an item or have any questions. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1 ST AT 7:00 PM

MONTHLY PA MEETING
The full PA meeting will be held as usual in the cafeteria of the Lower School, 299 North 7th Street at 7:00 
PM on April 1st. Babysitting will be available in the 3rd floor library starting at 6:45 PM, and wine and 
snacks will be served. Please email the PA if you would like anything specific added to the agenda for 
discussion. We welcome new ideas and any level of participation!

UPCOMING EVENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM GINA
NAREA Conference associated with the Wonder of Learning conference is starting next week!  We are very 
lucky to be a big part of this!  The receptions will be in our building at 299 North 7th Street.  We would love 
to have parent volunteers to help steer “people traffic” at the following times if possible.   Your children’s 
education will not be interrupted or interfered with.  There will be a large group of guests after school is out 
on Thursday March 12th; there will be tours of all programs. Friday morning, March 13th after drop off; and 
there will be another large group of guests coming on Friday afternoon right before the end of school, but 
they will not be located on the classroom floors. 

Parent volunteers for Thursday afternoon, March 12th – 2-3 parents from 2:45 to 3:45 to help with flow of 
traffic and get the NAREA conference members up to the 4th floor for the reception/7th floor for the exhibit

Parent volunteers for Friday morning, March 13th – 2-3 parents from 8:45-9:30 to guide the NAREA 
conference attendees to the 4th floor so that we can set up the tours for them.

Parent volunteers for Friday afternoon, March 13th – 2-3 parents from 2-3pm to help guide the other set of 
NAREA conference attendees to the 4th/7th floors

Studio Night with Ateliers from Beginnings and Williamsburg Northside Schools – rsvp to rsvp@willnorth.
org – Thursday March 5th.  Adult event
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Dance program –Friday 3pm or 4pm. 299 N 7th Rsvp to Brittany.  Email on the form that went out.  If you 
want your child pick up at the classroom, must fill out alternate pick up form, as this program is separate 
from the school. PreK and up.

Loose Parts – Sunday March 8th 10-12:30pm – 152 N 5th .  Registration forms go to Leigh on form or to 152.  
First come first serve and limited space.  Children 2-6 years old only.   Rsvp with registration form emailed 
toLaugustine@willnorth.org  Parent(s) must accompany their children.

Right to Play – Sunday March 8th 2-4pm – 152 N 5th.  Ms. Cheng discusses her work in China.  She is an 
educator who has pioneered work about play in the educational system in a rural area outside of Shanghai.  
She has wonderful videos of her work!  I have seen her present and was very inspired. Please rsvp to rsvp@
willnorth.org.  Adults only.

OPEN FLOOR ITEMS AND OTHER BUSINESS
Sarah Mangerson raised again the possibility of a Seed Program fundraiser to raise money for planting 
trees around the school, and had done more research.  Programs exist where you buy seeds at a discount 
and sell them to the community.  The margins for these programs are not that impressive.  If we choose 
to move forward, we would want to consider buying in bulk, packaging it ourselves and marking it up 
appropriately for larger margins.  This would have to be in early April.  Sarah will do additional research 
with the help of Marissa Buick. Overall, the PA was keen to do something like this as it ties in well with the 
culture of our school.

Additionally, Marissa found out that the school developers must plant three trees as a part of the building 
agreement.  We are waiting to find out which plots will get a tree from the developers.
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