
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014

INTRODUCTION
Jade McLachlan and Ali Karshan, co-Presidents, opened the meeting, welcoming all parents with a brief 
introduction.

ELECTION FOLLOW-UP
Since the last meeting did not conclude the election of the officers for the PA Events and Fundraising 
Committee for 2014-2015, Erin Wile and Beth Cronk were elected and confirmed co-Chairs.

PA MISSION
It was discussed that the PA should establish a mission and purpose and that this would be upfront in any 
web presence of the PA. Parents were invited to assist drafting the mission; Jade agreed to draft the initial 
version for distribution and comments.

PA BY-LAWS
Ali asked if any lawyers in the group might be willing to revisit the dated PA By-Laws, and offered to take 
the initial steps.

UPCOMING EVENTS/MEETINGS
Ali ran through the imminent PA events, including those for the ITC, Preschool and Lower School.

Thursday November 20th: Food, Health + Wellness Committee hosting an Open Garden session at the 
Community Garden at North 5th and Driggs from 3:15pm – 5pm.

Monday November 24th: Food, Health + Wellness Committee meeting at Pinkerton Wine Bar 
at 6pm.

Monday, December 8th: PA Holiday Shopping event at J.Crew for all families and faculty of WNS.

Wednesday, December 10th: Next monthly PA meeting.  Each school program would meet separately 
within the Lower School building to discuss their own agenda items.

December 9th – 12th: School Book Fair (Volunteers were still needed, and the PA would invite parents 
to contact Karen Grenke, the school librarian, if they could volunteer for morning or  
afternoon shifts.) 

January – May 2015: North American Reggio Emilia Alliance (NAREA) “Wonders of Learning” exhibit 
to be hosted by WNS in the Lower School building from. (Details to follow.)

PA COMMITTEES OVERVIEW

EVENTS AND FUNDRAISING
 (co-Chairs, Beth Cronk at bethpellegrino@icloud.com and Erin Wile at erin@rockandrollcity.com)

The Halloween Costume Drive had been planned in very short order, and it had not been totally clear 
that costumes were to be donated and sold. This time a small amount of funds were raised, but more 
significantly, the school had been able to donate a good amount of quality costumes to 43 families in 
a shelter in Harlem through a charity.

The PA Movie Night was a huge success and raised over $750 for the scholarship fund.

There was some discussion around the possibility of holding a family photo event for the holidays 
 if time and scheduling allowed.
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DIVERSITY 
(Chair, Anita Martin at anita.hutchinson.martin@gmail.com)

There had been collaboration with the school administration on defining a mission statement for the 
Committee.

There had also been consideration of using external consulting services to develop diversity 
platforms and strategies.

Diversity Scholarship and Hardship Fund programs would be established, as well as criteria for 
future recipients of scholarship under the diversity umbrella.

The first Committee event was being planned for February, but this would be confirmed. It was 
expected that this would be a multi-cultural family night, possibly including guest speakers.

Parents were invited to join the Committee, as it needed to expand. The inaugural meeting would take 
place in early December.  

FOOD, HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
(co-Chairs, Erica Bletsoe at ericabletsoe@mac.com and Liz Stretch at liz@stretchpr.co.uk)

The aim of the Committee was reiterated to the group: to create excitement and foster the joy of food 
in our community.

The Committee was working on creating a food-based curriculum in the school in order to involve 
and engage the students about what they put in their bodies.

A few initiatives included working on improving the quality of snacks, striving towards zero-waste 
lunches, food demonstrations, and composting.

The Committee was pursuing partnerships with local companies such as Good Eggs, and working on 
field trips to local food producers.

There was hope too of some evening talks and seminars on a variety of topics as well as the 
Committee’s upcoming community garden project at North 5th and Driggs.

COMMUNICATIONS AND DESIGN
 (co-Chairs, Sarah Mangerson at magnusmoon@mac.com & Pamela Schwilk at pamela@evolvinx.com)

It was explained that for the Communications Committee, Pamela was heading the Technology 
division and Sarah was heading up Graphics and Design, with the goal of achieving a consistent and 
modern communications service for the PA. Longer term goals included a more substantive web 
presence aligned with the school website, and the elimination of paper waste.

In the meantime, the PA blog was active on the school’s  Squarespace site.

OPEN FLOOR
There was a request to have a physical calendar on a bulletin board in the lobby of each building with 
all PA activities listed.

Co-Presidents agreed to add Committee Heads’ names and contact details to the PA blog and minutes.

It was suggested that parents could be more involved in decision-making over school field trips.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
(Lower School)

 Schools broke out for individual meetings, and the Lower School parents discussed ad hoc issues in 
relation to the school, building, safety and traffic; for example:

Parents would be willing to assist the school if an approach to the Department of Transportation was 
needed, for example in relation to a possible “Stop” sign at North 7th and Havemeyer.
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There was discussion about the school decoration plans, specifically the walls of the stairwells. Parents acknowledged 
there might be congestion issues preventing there from being school-wide “All About Me” exhibits on the stairs as was 
previously arranged in the Havemeyer campus. 

Along the same theme however, parents thought there might be value in assisting in the development and execution of 
a specific Reggio-Emilia interior design element in the school, and also in the street outside of the school.

Parents also discussed the enormous value of WNS teachers, and possible ways in which the PA could augment the 
school’s teacher appreciation measures.

 ACTION
Co-Presidents would raise all individual issues with the Head of Schools, and report back to the PA at the next meeting 
(December 10th).

All parents were invited to suggest any other items for discussion at the next PA meeting.

Parents would continue to sign up for Committees, and Committee Heads would be arranging meetings in due course.
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