
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2016

INTRODUCTION
Short introduction from Jade McLachlan, Co-President.

The meeting began with special mention of the sudden passing of Richard Oates, the husband of WNS 
teacher, Marisa Kompar.  There was discussion of the Go Fund Me page (https://www.gofundme.com/
finneganandteddy) that has been set up to arrange fiscal relief, and also other ways that the school 
community can help the grieving family.

There were suggestions and offers of organizing a playdate roster for Marisa and Richard’s children, a 
dinner roster for parents to help out by providing meals, and discussion of other ways in which the school 
community could help. There was also the suggestion that the fundraising efforts for the family should 
have some presence at the upcoming PA Bake Sale.

Bridget Capobianco, the mother of a student in Marisa’s class, will be coordinating the efforts, and emails 
should be directed to bridgetmcapobianco@gmail.com

BAKE SALE: NEXT FRIDAY JANUARY 22ND
There are now sign-up sheets outside classrooms — parents are encouraged to sign up what they’ll be 
baking, and encourage others to do so. There is a Volunteer Spot sign up for volunteers to help with the 
logistics and organizing of the day. PA Food, Health and Wellness Committee Co- Chair Erica Bletsoe 
mentioned that the sale made $1189 profit last year and that the 2016 goal is $1800 to $2000. The coffee 
sponsor is Gimme Coffee, but the Bake Sale is in need of a donation of apple cider or beverage and water. 
Some parents said they have water to donate. Erica also stressed that the Bake Sale needs to be packed up 
and out of the gym space by 5:30 pm (it is scheduled to finish at 4:30 pm). There was discussion of arts and 
crafts, games for the kids, and perhaps bringing picnic rugs to create a designated space where families 
can sit and enjoy their afternoon tea.

GALA UPDATE: SAVE THE DATE AND BOOK YOUR BABYSITTER! SATURDAY MARCH 19TH
Co-President, Ali Karshan circulated a sign-up sheet for people who wanted to be involved in the core Gala 
committee. There were a few questions about the Gala from newer parents, and a brief rundown of the 
kinds of tasks that the committee will need someone to be in charge of.

It was discussed that the next PA Meeting be a mainly a Gala Planning meeting, at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, 
February 3rd.

This year, for the first time, there will be online pre- and post-auction bidding for some items for the Gala. 
Also, rather than trying to co-ordinate donations for parents to buy tickets for teachers, parents agreed to 
fold the cost of the teacher (and one guest) tickets into the cost of the parents tickets.

Last year 250 tickets were sold. Ali told parents that there is the possibility of partnering with Urban Sitter 
for a special deal for babysitting that night.

The Gala Donation forms and tax receipts will be made available to download on the PA blog. 

MERCHANDISE UPDATE AND SCHOOL SPIRIT UPDATE
Sarah Mangerson, Co-Chair of the PA Communications Committee, said that two artists from the 
New Yorker are donating two owl pictures for the PA to use for the next run of merchandise. There was 
discussion of what types of merchandise parents would purchase, and also a suggestion of getting pre-
orders so the PA would know how many things to print / have manufactured (such as travel coffee mugs, 
hoodies with zippers, bigger tote bags, baseball caps and the like.)
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COMMITTEE UPDATES
i) Communications: need volunteers for the communications surrounding the gala – Sarah circulated a 
sign-up sheet.

ii) Events and Fundraising: Ali mentioned that Edamama haircuts is giving 10 percent to school for WNS 
students - from now to June 1.

iii) The Coat Drive resulted in the donation of 108 coats.

iv) Food, Health and Wellness: Apart from the upcoming Bake Sale, the next Committee meeting will be 
during the third week of February and the Committee is still working on lunches, purchasing of food for the 
school, outside lunch providers and lunch room routines and use of disposable plastic cutlery.

OPEN FLOOR
i) Suggestion by Christina Porter to start a community volunteering committee - Christina said she would 
come up with a game plan and bring it to the next meeting. Suggestions included volunteering at the 
Greenpoint Food pantry, working with the Greenpoint Reform church, and finding a local school which 
might need some resources that WNS could partner with.

ii) Jade updated parents that she had attended the Community Board Meeting on the safety of Meeker 
Avenue the previous evening. Jade said the DOT had proposals that included changing the lane 
arrangements in the area to increase safety, making changes to the traffic light systems to allow time for 
pedestrians to cross, and re-routing the bus routes, but she was concerned that the efforts might not be 
substantive or concrete unless people turn up to the meetings and show their level of concern and support 
for increased safety. She said Transportation Alternatives made a strong showing, and that it would be 
very beneficial it the school community continued to support efforts for a safer pedestrian situation for 
Meeker Avenue, which all parents agreed on.

SAVE THE DATE
The next PA meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 3rd at 7:00 pm, and the main focus will be the 
Gala pre-planning.

EMAIL THE PA AT WNPA@WILLNORTH.ORG OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.WNSPA.ORG
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