
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2015

INTRODUCTION
Jade McLachlan and Ali Karshan, Co-Presidents opened the meeting.  

MIDDLE SCHOOL SURVEY RESULTS:
Results of the survey came out last week. There were 139 respondents to the survey. In response to the 
question “Would you send your child to middle school at WNS if it went through 8th grade?”:  64.03% replied 
YES; 8.63% replied NO; and 27.34% replied MAYBE. In response to the question “Do you think families not 
currently enrolled at WNS would be interested in the school if it went through 8th grade?”: 79.14% replied 
YES; 2.88% replied NO; and 17.99% replied MAYBE.  Responses and comments have been shared with the 
WNS administration and they will in turn share it with MetSchools for further analysis to inform decision-
making. This will be followed up in due course.

NY MARTIAL ARTS FUNDRAISER
This business has offered a five week trial for $150 to WNS families, the proceeds of which will all be 
donated back to the PA. Ages 4+ will get five weeks of classes, twice per week, and can start anytime. Details 
will follow in PA newsletter.

MASCOT MERCHANDISING
By the end of the 2014/2015 school year, we should have owl t-shirts ($20), sweatshirts ($35) and totes ($20) 
for sale via the website and one or two days of school ‘stores’. Size 2 will be the smallest, unless there are 
pre-orders or guarantees of purchases for onesies (TBD). Sarah M has rough site on Squarespace currently 
under construction.

PA COMMITTEE UPDATES

COMMUNICATIONS
Sarah & Pamela are planning a meeting with the rest of the committee to better manage workload going 
forward. But they have a lot of infrastructure in place / in the works including: setting up the email, setting 
up the website, creating style templates.

FOOD, HEALTH AND WELLNESS

OPEN GARDEN
Liz said the community garden and seed planting was successful, and has generated interest from teachers 
for the open garden. Jennifer Lees (Science) would like to plan a project, Grade 2 & 3 teachers would like to 
create artworks.

YOGA NIGHT
Event is planned for May 15, from 5:30 PM. Roberta is doing posters. Erica will let us know what age ranges 
the yoga teachers can accommodate. There will be catering of salads from Sweetgreen, as well as the Forest 
School House is planning to run a composting station at the event. Questions raised: what staffing will be 
needed for food / money collecting / managing the night? This will be discussed outside the PA meeting, 
along with pizza orders (float from Cynthia / PA treasurer).

SNACKS
The Committee is liaising with school, and has a list of snacks being purchased currently, while looking for 
alternatives for better nutrition / more snack diversity. 
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OTHER
Farmingo wants to distribute through the school, and Sweetgreen want to do an education workshop / pilot 
program possibly the first Friday in June. 

DIVERSITY AND EVENTS COMMITTEE
Jade raised the idea floated to arrange one more diversity event this school year (such as something 
around puppetry, book reading or a booth). In view of how much had been going on, and was still planned, 
and taking into account the tremendous success of the Family Table as the inaugural event, it would not be 
necessarily unwelcome to postpone the next event to the next school year.  Many agreed with this

OFFICER ELECTIONS FOR 2015-2016 SCHOOL YEAR
Elections took place for PA officers in the 2015-2016 school year. It was agreed that in respect of officer 
positions for which there was only one nomination, the vote would take place by a show of hands. Ballots 
would be submitted for officer positions for which there were more than one nomination.

ELECTED OFFICERS ARE AS FOLLOWS

Co-Presidents – Jade McLachlan and Ali Karshan

Treasurer – Cynthia Fox

Secretary – Caroline Jumpertz

Class Parent Coordinator – Carla Jawde

Communications Committee Co-Chairs – Sarah Mangerson & Pamela Schwilk

Food, Health and Wellness Committee Co-Chairs – Erica Bletsoe and Liz Stretch

Fundraising and Events Committee – To be tabled in Fall (contact PA if interested in volunteering) 

Diversity Committee – To be tabled in Fall (contact PA if interested in volunteering)

Williamsburg Northside Preschool Division Co-Heads – Jennie Ward and Roberta Benaman

Williamsburg Northside ITC Division Co-Heads – Kim Nguyen, Charlotte Rile and Rebecca Christou

As an aside, and in concluding the elections, Co-Presidents advised the group that it is standard for 
President, Secretary and Treasurer positions to hold a maximum two-year term, to allow for renewed 
leadership every two years. (Bylaws may need to reflect this in due course.) Succession planning therefore 
would be a big part of next year’s responsibilities. Incoming parents would also receive PA material as 
party of their welcome packet for information and to seek fresh engagement.

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES

Yoga Night Friday May 15, from 5:30 PM

ITC Memorial Day Playdate in McCarren Park

Lower School Makeup Field Day

Lower School Concert Night Thursday June 4.

First Friday in June (Friday June 5) Sweetgreen event

OPEN FLOOR/NEW ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION

Communications committee trying to complete PA website.  Looking for volunteers and content.

Parents interested in having more Vision Committee meetings with the school administration – feel it’s 
important to continue defining our vision of what the school will look like, how it is marketed, branded.
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Parents interested in volunteering for playground duty if needed.  All parents at meeting felt strongly that 
each child have as much out door playground time as possible.

WNS administration is always on the lookout for parent volunteers to serve as ambassadors of the school 
whether it’s to prospective new parents, the Williamsburg community, etc.  If any parents are interested in 
helping on this front, please reach out to Gina Farrar or Teresa Smith.

LOWER SCHOOL PARENT LUNCHROOM VOLUNTEERS
As discussed at the last PA meeting, the Lower School will be piloting a Parent Lunchroom Volunteer 
program for FOUR WEEKS from May 15th through June 5th. Lunchroom volunteers will help set up for 
lunch, assisting children if needed, and help with the clean-up.  The lunch periods run from 11:30-12:15 and 
12:15-1:00, so parents would come from 11:15 AM to 1:15 PM. Any parents wishing to sign up for volunteering 
at lunchtime during the pilot period, would do so at: http://vols.pt/oeDWhD.

LOWER SCHOOL 5TH FLOOR TERRACE GARDENING
The Lower School has installed a large planter on 5th floor terrace and will be working with the PA to get 
flowers purchased and planted.  The school has provided a budget of $300 for this. Marissa Buick and 
Sarah Mangerson will be spearheading and are looking for volunteers to help with the design of the planter 
as well as the actual planting.
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