
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015

INTRODUCTION:
Ali Karshan and Jade McLachlan opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.

CLASS PARENTS:
Class parents will need to organize holiday gifts in December. Overall there’s been a strong response to the 
call for class parents, but there are still six classes in the preschool that don’t have class parents, including 
Guppies, Starfish and Manatees.

One of the parents asked about what’s involved with class parenting, which was discussed. Another class 
parent from the ITC asked to get editable versions of the class email lists, as the class lists had only been 
sent out as PDFs. 

SPRING GALA:
The date is set for March 19th. Ali reminded everyone present that while planning is a team effort, the PA 
still needs a head of events for the Gala. The Gala is the main PA fundraising activity of the year, and raises 
funds for the PA Diversity Scholarship and Hardship Funds, which Met Schools (the parent company of 
Williamsburg Northside Schools) matches by a factor of 10:1.

In the absence of that, the PA will break up tasks and share among a team, and the PA is hoping that new 
people can join the effort. Please contact Jade or Ali if you can help.

COMMITTEES UPDATES:
Jade gave a brief run-down of the activities of the PA committees: Food, Health and Wellness, 
Communications, Diversity (which still need a head), Events and Fundraising. There were no specific 
updates from individual committees. 

TREASURY UPDATE:
PA Treasurer, Cynthia Fox reported that the PA has $48,371.05 on hand, with small amounts owing for the 
purchase of wine and sundries for the Movie Night.

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS:
The Lower School Movie Night was planned for Friday (November 6th) at 6 p.m. in the gym of the Lower 
School Building.

The Pre-School Playdate is November 14th at 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. with a Fall theme — volunteers are required 
to help make this a great afternoon. Please let the PA know if you can help with this event.

OPEN FLOOR / NEW ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:
The idea proposed at the last meeting for a holiday drinks party for parents was further discussed, and the 
group agreed that a Thursday in early December would work. Event will need a lead, and a venue.

Brent Adams, the father of a first grade student, discussed a Soccer Meet Up that he ran in the Spring, 
where families came and everyone played a huge game together. Everyone in families joined in, including 
moms, dads, girls and boys, which made it a great community building exercise. With that in mind, he’s 
proposing to bring the idea to WNS and has been talking with the school administration about organizing 
it in the gym. He found out that there are dates open for a Sunday afternoon. FC Select is willing to sponsor 
it, share equipment and take care of insurance. Brent asked how much interest there would be from parents 
and the response was strong for a monthly family soccer game with a small fee / suggested donation to 
cover the hire of the facility (which is $250 for two hours). Brent will work with Jeanett, another first grade 
parent, to create a poster and the PA can help with support. Proposed date for a Sunday this month is 
November 22nd, 2-4pm.
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Jade reminded parents that photography and documenting of school events is welcomed, starting with this 
Friday’s Movie Night Friday. Parents are asked to share any good pics with the PA.

The Book Fair takes place from December 1st to 4th. Librarian, Karen Grenke needs volunteers for the set 
up on November 30th, the tear down on December 5th and volunteers to sell books during the four days of 
the fair. All books in the sale have been curated by Karen. The fair will take place in the three buildings. This 
year, the Book Fair will feature gift bundles by age to make easy holiday gifts.

The lack of physical activity choices in the after school programs was raised in last month’s meeting and 
has since been addressed by the school, with an after school soccer program being added to the selection. 
Parents are encouraged to talk to co-ordinator, Zoe Russell, if they have any concerns about the after 
school program as she is more than willing to listen to concerns and adjust programs where possible.

Merchandise questions included whether merchandise would be produced again this year, and the PA 
is keen to take forward another line and also consider a permanent mascot design if easier in future 
years. (Small t-shirts are sold out from the current run, but those that are new to the school want to buy 
something for the kids.) There was feedback that the white shirts not practical. While they are the cheapest 
option, other colors should be considered, if feasible.

OPEN FLOOR / NEW ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:
There were no additional points to raise at the full meeting.

SCHOOL BREAK OUT FOR INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS:
The meeting then separated between Lower School, Preschool and ITC.

LOWER SCHOOL MINUTES:
Parents brought up the issue with the soap at the school, with some children developing sensitivities to the 
current product. Ali and Jade will bring up with Tara Mastin at their meeting.

Parents discussed the crossing on Meeker Avenue, which is very dangerous. Transportation Alternatives 
did a promotion about the safety, or lack thereof. Parents agreed on the need to create momentum to 
campaign for a safer crossing area before something happens. A physical barrier or guard was suggested.

Jade mentioned a similar concern from last school year, which was air quality with proximity to BQE. The 
school responded very quickly and ran an air test which had highly positive results. The school will run 
annual tests and communicate results to families. Parents also need to feel something is being done about 
the road safety issue, possibly enlisting support of the local councillor responsible for the area. There was a 
suggestion that some of the kids could make a video of how unsafe it is, which everyone agreed was a great 
idea. 

There was the suggestion that the PA website needs a Donation Box for current events, so that if families 
cannot attend they can still contribute if they would like, and also that the price of events (such as Lower 
School Movie Night) be put on the posters advertising it.

Save the date – the next Next meeting will be held on Wednesday, December 2nd at 7 p.m.

page 2  end




