
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2015

INTRODUCTION:
Short introduction from Jade McLachlan, Co-President..

PA BAKE SALE PLANNING - FRIDAY, JANUARY 22ND
Liz Stretch Co-Head of the Food, Health and Wellness Committee gave an update on the Bake Sale 
planning, and spoke about the event last year as being very successful, which was something that the 
committee wants to build on. The overall emphasis is on healthier baked snacks, with a balance of sweet 
and savory. Parents from all three schools contribute, and drop off items in the morning of the sale. The 
sale takes place after school from 3 to 4 pm. Class parents are encouraged to ask all parents in the various 
classes to contribute baked goods.

There was a question from a parent about allergies and how foods will be labelled if they are egg free, dairy 
free, vegan, for example. Ali Karshan, Co-President, said that bakers can identify ingredients themselves 
when they leave the baked goods. There was a card with check boxes last year to show if the item was vegan 
or dairy free, for example. This labelling is not compulsory, but is encouraged.

SPRING GALA 501 AUCTION DISCUSSION AND VOTE:
Ali proposed that the PA use an outside company to manage the gala auction this year, which would cost 
around $4,000 could potentially increase profits by 20 to 30 per cent. The company in question, 501, would 
also handle ticketing, the online auction and the night-of auction, and would provide three staff on the 
night. There was a unanimous show of hands in favor of the idea.

TRANSPORTATION ALTERNATIVES MEEKER AVENUE SAFE STREET CAMPAIGN AND CO-

ALITION LETTER VOTE:
At Meeker Ave, we now have a crossing guard thanks to the campaign by Transportation Alternatives and 
support from the school and the PA to make the area safer. Transportation Alternatives asked if the PA 
would be signatory to a letter to the Department Of Transportation, as well as politicians and stakeholders 
to make the case that Meeker Ave needs to be safer. The proposal that the PA sign the letter was voted 
unanimously in favor.

SCHOOL REMINDERS: 
The PA took on responsibility for the coat drive this year, spearheaded by Leigh Crandall, Head of the ITC 
Division, for which the Head of Schools had sent thanks. Coats are still needed and the drive continues until 
December 16th. 

The Book Fair is very successful so far this year and books are selling out.

The parent skills and expertise form is now on the PA website so that we know who can help out, how and 
when. Class parents are asked to encourage parents to fill in the skills and expertise form.

The new 2016 WNS merchandise is in the works and updates will follow at the next meeting.

COMMITTEE UPDATES:
Events and Fundraising Committee: There is still no full committee. The PA will discuss Gala plans before 
the next scheduled meeting.

Diversity Committee: This committee is not in place as no parent has volunteered to lead it. However in the 
absence of an established committee, Jade suggested that the PA agrees the importance of diversity and 
inclusion in all that the PA does, as a default position, since it is at the core of our mission and the principal 
reason for fundraising. 

page 1  continued



Everyone agreed to continue from last year’s success of the committee, we should still aim to run a “family 
table” event in February which Pamela Schwilk, Co-Head of the Communications Committee, offered to 
oversee with a team of helpers. 

Food, Health and Wellness Committee: Parents are coming up with strategy for the school to have 
alternatives to institutional purchasing for the snacks, to create a healthier snack profile with purchases of 
organic food and local if possible. The committee would love help with this task.

Communications Committee: A planning meeting will be held in January. Sarah Mangerson, Co-Head of 
the Communications Committee is currently researching with illustrators to donate art that can be used 
for the 2016 merchandise line.

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS
The Food, Health and Wellness Committee Meeting is on Wednesday, December 9th at 8.45a.m. in the 
Lower School lunchroom. All are welcome to join.

The next full PA meeting is Wednesday January 13th at 7 pm, with a Spring Gala pre-planning meeting at 
6.30 pm.

The Food, Health and Wellness Bake Sale is on Friday, January 22nd from 3 pm to 4 pm

OPEN FLOOR / NEW ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
The annual fundraiser request letter was circulated at the meeting which will also be put on the PA website 
in a PDF version, and will be available for email distribution along with the tax donation receipt form. 
Parents are encouraged to get a start on donations now as some companies have a set amount they can 
donate per quarter. A master Google Doc will be created to collate who is asking whom for donations, and 
a volunteer to co-ordinate the donations is needed. Class parents are also needed to help coordinate the 
donations.

Holiday gifts for teachers: parents can chip in together for a class gift or do things individually — there is 
no set formula but up to the classes, but just a reminder that if you are collecting money - don’t leave it at 
the school.

The Family Soccer Sunday afternoon, organized by Brent Adams, was a success with probably 20 parents 
and kids, and there are plans to repeat in the next month or so.

ADDITIONAL NOTES FROM GINA FARRAR, HEAD OF SCHOOLS
A reminder that on Wednesday, December 16th after drop off there will be a presentation about literacy in 
the lower school. A good turn-out was encouraged.

With thanks from Gina, the Halloween party raised $6,200 for the teacher’s professional development 
projects.

A lot has been done to promote safety around the school and there is a chance of a “Slow School Zone” sign. 
While the DOT has turned down the request for a speed bump and barrier, there will still be a site inspection 
which could yield improvements. In the meantime, we need more people to sign the Transportation 
Alternatives Meeker Avenue petition. Perhaps class parents can circulate the petition? A parent volunteer 
who is an architect offered to write a proposal for open space designs to help with the Meeker Avenue issue.

SCHOOL BREAK-OUT FOR INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS:
The meeting then separated between Lower School, Preschool and ITC.

Lower School minutes: 

Parents discussed rules that the Lower School was implementing, and the importance for everyone in 
following them. In particular:

The use of stairs rather than elevators at peak times, the safe parking of strollers to avoid congestion and 
the correct storage of scooters to avoid congestion and accidents.
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Only students from Grade 3 upwards could go to their classes on their own from the lobby; all other 
students should be escorted by parents or care-givers. But all students need to be escorted if going to early 
drop-off.

Early drop-off cut-off is 8:20 but there have been parents arriving late for early drop off then being upset 
that they can’t get in. How can this be resolved? Parents discussed that early drop off needs to have a 
cut-off point, possibly starting and ending 5 minutes earlier from 8-8:15am, and perhaps that needs to be 
communicated more clearly to avoid these incidents.

A parent’s concern was raised about the school’s Instagram account in relation to real time posts and 
possible security issues. It was discussed that while parents sign a release for their kids photographs to 
be used by the school for marketing and promotion purposes, and that while one of the Reggio guiding 
principles is the documentation of the children’s learning, that there needs to be a strategy for how, why 
and when the Instagram account is being used, and also who can see it. It was agreed that this issue needs 
further discussion between the parent body and the school administration, and that guidelines need to be 
set that will work for all parties.

Save the date – the next PA meeting will be held on Wednesday January 13th at 7 pm with a Spring Gala 
pre-planning meeting beforehand at 6.30 pm - SEE YOU THERE!
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