
WNS PARENT ASSOCIATION MEETING MINUTES

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014

INTRODUCTION
Co-Presidents opened the meeting, and introduced Gina Farrar, Head of Schools.  

FOLLOW-UP ON OPEN FLOOR ITEMS & OTHER BUSINESS
Gina firstly raised the appearance of the walls, staircases and terraces at the Lower School, assuring 
parents that integral to the Reggio Emilia approach is the natural progression of décor in the school as 
students produce work. The school would exhibit, possibly yearly, a large permanent piece of art similar to 
the mosaic wall in the Lower School library. Gina also pointed out that the North American Reggio Emilia 
Alliance (NAREA) exhibition “The Wonder of Learning” will also bring about significant aesthetic changes 
in the school. 

In response to concerns about traffic and safety, Gina reported that the school had made several requests 
to the Department of Transportation for crossing guards. Traffic signs had also been situated on Meeker 
Avenue; unfortunately, the signs had not been the ones requested by the school. However, the school was 
still working on a parking and unloading sign on North 6th Street. Gina welcomed proposals for a “Stop” 
sign at North 6th Street and Havemeyer Street, and undertook to look into it further. Suggestions were also 
made to take forward an online petition for parents to sign and also to call 311 to strengthen the case for 
these matters.

Regarding signage at the front door of the Lower School, the administration had ordered something to be 
hung above the entry way; however the sign company had created it with the wrong materials. A new sign 
would be delivered shortly and should be up by the end of the holidays. 

Gina also addressed parents’ concerns about stairwell congestion in the Lower School. She reported 
that the back stairs were not yet finished or polished. The plan would be to use both staircases within a 
few years as the school population grows.  The double doors were not both opened because of the winter 
temperatures. There were also security considerations to bear in mind. 

The date for the WNS “vision” meeting had been set for January 12th at 6:00 pm in the Lower School; this 
would be a school led initiative (not a PA meeting), with all parents being welcome to attend.  Gina also 
planned meetings with school staff to “free flow and brainstorm” a 5-year vision and a strategic plan, which 
could take up to two years to implement.  

On January 12th, Gina, Kendra Anderson and the PA Diversity Committee planned to meet an external 
consultant, Derrick Gay, about expanding diversity efforts at WNS. 

THE NAREA “WONDER OF LEARNING” EXHIBITION
The exhibition will take place from January 15th to May 15th mostly on the 7th and 8th floors of the Lower 
School. Gina explained that this was a traveling exhibition from Italy and is a representation of Reggio 
Emilia. The exhibition had been traveling around the world since 1991 but has not been to NYC for quite 
some time so it would be a tremendous honor for WNS to host. For this very special event, Gina had been 
working with Early Childhood Educators in NYC, and professional development was also planned for WNS 
teaching staff to coordinate with the exhibition.

Gina explained how parents could get involved in volunteering capacities, especially since the event 
would essentially be very interactive. The volunteer schedule would be set at least two weeks at a time for 
different private schools in NYC. WNS parents will have the opportunity to help set up the atelier, manning 
the atelier or acting as greeters.  The school will need help with heavy lifting for the exhibition at the 
Lower School on December 19th, 20th, 21st, 29th, and 30th, and January 2nd. The website for checking out 
volunteering opportunities is: 

www.newyorkcitywol.org. 
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Tour groups will be held throughout the display time but a significant amount are planned to start March 
12th and 13th in connection with the planned NAREA conference. The exhibition will be open 12:00pm to 
6:00pm, Wednesday to Sunday to the public, all of whom will be supervised on the premises. During school 
hours, there will be a security guard at the Meeker Avenue entrance. The public will be met by a greeter, and 
the assigned elevator will only stop on the 7th and 8th floors. There will also be private tours for educators 
who have signed with the “Wonder of Learning” organizers. The exhibition will be open a few evenings a 
month and weekends, and those occasions will involve a much higher traffic of guests. 

The school would be making use of NAREA’s professional media handlers for all media related promotion, 
not least to make best use of the opportunity brought about by the exhibition being hosted at WNS. The 
“Wonderplay Conference” had already mentioned WNS in their materials. Further advertising, curriculum 
guides and brochures would be disseminated, in order that visitors would have a chance to learn more 
about WNS. 10,000 people were projected to come to the exhibition; 675 people for the conference in March 
and 225 will tour the school. Luminaries will also visit.

Last but not least, Gina hoped that WNS parents and students all very much enjoyed the exhibition.

OTHER BUSINESS
Ali asked if any lawyers in the group might be willing to revisit the dated PA By-Laws, and offered to take 
the initial steps.

The PA / J.Crew holiday shopping event was a success, and the final numbers were still to be 
established. 

The WNP Winter Wonderland Playdate, planned by the Preschool division head, Christina Lovely, 
had also been a big success.  

Movie Night had raised almost $800 and another similar event was hoped for the winter. 

The WNP and ITC were running a toy drive, and the whole of WNS was also running a coat drive 
through the holidays.  

The PA was working on a school calendar to be made available in the lobbies of all buildings. Ali 
said that the PA was listening to suggestions and working on getting the bulletin board for the front 
entrance of the Lower School.

Jade discussed the mission statement that she created for the PA following the previous meeting, and 
hard copies were passed out at the meeting. She noted that it would be published on the PA blog and 
encouraged others to feel free to suggest any drafting amendments before it was published.  

Carla Hojaiban (class parent coordinator) noted that two ITC classes still did not have class parents, 
and she was still working on identifying them.  

SPRING GALA
The group discussed possible dates for the main fundraising event – the Spring Gala. One of the dates being 
suggested clashed with a fundraising event with another local school, so it was agreed that the later date of 
April 25th would be better. It was agreed that, like previous years, the event should be held in the Preschool 
gym, possibly with a Spring and Earth Day theme involving cherry blossoms. 

The group discussed where funds went, and it was explained that funds are raised by these events for 
school scholarships: the Hardship Fund for the Preschool and the ITC, and the Diversity Scholarship for the 
Lower School.  

COMMITTEE UPDATES 
Sarah Mangerson mentioned that the PA Communications Committee was working with the administra-
tion on updating the school materials; there were a number of design goals in this regard and the Commit-
tee also had several writers to assist the process.  One of the projects involved using the school mascot in 
merchandising once the logo was designed. 
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Erica Bletsoe discussed the plans for the upcoming bake sale with the PA Food, Health and Wellness Committee on Friday, 
January 23rd, after school in the Lower School gym.  Anita Martin suggested the idea of having a charity ride at Soul Cycle 
to raise funds and possibly partnering with Kidville to provide babysitting; Erica would also speak to a WNS parent who 
works at Soul Cycle. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND DATES
Wednesday, January 7th at 7:00 pm, monthly PA meeting (Lower School cafeteria) 

Monday, January 12th at 6:00 pm, Vision Committee meeting (location tbd)  

Friday, January 23rd, 3:00-4:00 pm, PA Food, Health And Wellness Committee Bake Sale (lower school cafeteria)

Friday, January 30th, 5:30 to 8:00 pm, PA Diversity Committee Event (lower school gym; details to be announced) 
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